
 
 
 
 
November 16, 2007 
 
 
The Honorable Kevin Martin 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Room: 8-B201 
Washington, DC, 20554 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 
 
We transmit correspondence today regarding the FCC’s rulemaking proceeding (MB 
Docket 07-42).  It is the hope of many elected officials in Texas your commission will 
take action to protect consumers from unfair practices by large cable companies that 
promote channels they own over independent programming.   
 
Several Texas Legislators have expressed their support for regulatory relief under MB 
Docket 07-42 because they have heard from concerned constituents, in particular as it 
relates to large cable companies refusing to offer the NFL Network in their basic, digital 
package.   
 
As free market advocates, they contend there is a valid basis for the FCC to intervene in 
order to protect consumers.  I have enclosed copies of recent letters to you on this issue, 
and recent media coverage in Texas reflecting growing discontent among many with 
cable’s practices.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this consumer protection and of the free market.  
Please file these in the docket aforementioned. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal T. “Buddy” Jones 
 
NTJ:kp 
 
Enclosure 
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Mt·, Kevin Mnrtin
Chairmml\ Federal Communications C011"lmissioll
Fo'CC Commissioners
445 12th Street SW:
Room: 8"B201
Washington, DC 20554

November 7, 2007

Dear Chairman Marlin and (~onlmjssjonor~:

After r~ceivjng numerous inquiries ii'om my constitllcntEl) r respectfully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cablc operators ~\lld

the NFL Net\vorlc It is my understflnding the Federal Communications Commission could take
up this issue in the corning week:). It appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved tor
consumers and tootball nUlS is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakeholders together.

While it i' not my desire to take 'ides in the dispute between the cable companies and tbe NFL
Network, (( i;i my desire to side with the football fans and consumcr~ of Texas v-lila have
demonstrated a slrong affinily for not only professional tootbHl1~ but also college football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in T"-:::x<11) as tal' (IS television progr1ll11lning is
concerned. Ullfbrtunatcly, millions 01' football rims across Texas are about to be deeply
disappointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL gamcs that will be broadeasted on the
NFL Network. Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies [lnd the NFL Network
in the near fUlurc, fans across the stale will either have to miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers ,mel Carolina Pnnthcl's and a latcn.season game between the Houston Tex<.\o::; and
Denver Broncos} <.)1' they will have to make a switch to a different video provider if one is
available.

College fans will also miss the In,ight and Texas Bowls which am also carried by the NFL
Network. These two bowls have signifieant tics to the Big 12 Conference and Conference USA
making it more than likely that one, or both, tcams playing could hail from the Lonestar State.
These games have provided Texas footlnlll fans with exciting outcOines in recent years. In Hlct,
Texas Tech University staged the lac'gcst cnme hom behind victory in college bowl history in
last year's Insight Bowl.
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For there to be {rlle competitive access In cnblo programming, consumer demand lUlIst take
precedence over corporatc profits, I rcspectfully ask that you side with tbe fans and consumCrs
on this issue and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible ... nnd
certainly before the t1rsl of such games arc scheduled to be played ilt the end of this month. It is
c1enr {i'om the felevision nttings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games. Unfortunately, the millions of consumers and fans involved in this dispCltc
arc being held hostage while the corporate interest:-; fight: with One another. Ple8sc help put an
end to {hi::; stalclllHte by bringing the partiei-; together.

While l understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issuos resides with the Federal
GoVCt11ment, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Public UlHity Commission lo
make every ctfort to protect tbe consumer "s it transitions Ih)m locnl cable fi'"ncbises to Our

recently enacted statc~wide rran(;his\.~ ~ystem. Tluwk you in advance 1br your thoughtful
consideration ofthis important COnsumer choice hisue.

Sincerely,

Rcprescnlativc Vnlin<!n Bolton

Cc: Public Utilily Commissioners



STATE CAPITOL
P.O. eox 2910

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768·2910
512/463-0088

FAX: 511./463-5109
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GW.04

November 6, 2007

!Fred 'Brown
State fJ\f-presentl~tive

'Distri<;t 14
DISTRICT

1920 WEST VILLA MARIA ROAD
SUITE 303

OIWAN, TEXAS 77807
979lB22-9797

FAX: 979/822-7979

Mr. Kevin Martin
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th StreetSW:
Room: 8-B20 I
Washington, DC 20554

Deal' Ml'. Kevin Martin:

On behalf of my constituents and the people ofTexas, I am writing to you in hopes that you will
consider my request for the Federal Communications Commission's assistance in resolving the
current dispute between cable operators and the NFL Network. It is my undcrstanding that the
Federal Communications Commission could address this issue in the coming weeks. It appcars
thaI an independent, neutral mediator needs to be appointed to help resolve the dispute.

While it is nol my desire to take sides in the dispute bctween the eahle companies and the NFL
Network, it is my duty to represent and support football fans and consumers ofTexas. Nothing
rates as high us Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is conecmed.
Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about to be deeply disappointed when
they arc forced to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the NFL network. In
addition, college fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls, which arc also carried by the
NFL Network.

The only way for there to be true competitive access in cable programming is to allow
consumers' demands to have preccdencc over corporate profits. J. respectfully ask that you side
with football fans and the consumers, and appoint a ncutral mediator to help resolve this dispute
as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

~~~~.~
Fred Brown
Statc Representative

Committees:
Appropriations • Higlter £d'ucation, CllO • CI,ai,; Sub-Committee on. Reg'Mtory • LocaL &; Consent



TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CAPITOL OFFICE:
P.O. BOX 2910
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910
512-4$3-0740
EMAIL: LON.BURNAM@HOUSE,STATE,TKUS

DISTRICT OFFICE:
1067 MAGNOLIA

r-ORT WORTH, TEXAS 7610<\
817..924·1997

LON BURNAM
DISTRICT 90 • FORT WORTH

Noven1bcr 12.2007

MI'. Kevin 'Martin
(;llairrnan, l~cdcral C:olnlTlUnications Commisgj()r1
445 12th Street SW
Room: 8-13201
Wn,hingco!l, DC 20554
[Via fax and mail]

Dear Chairm'll'l Mft1"lin and C:ommissic)I1CI'S:

I luvc received COI'l'cspondcl1cc from constituents asking for l'J.1y help in regards to the dj~putc

between some cable operator:) and the NFL Network, 1 understand that the FCC has opened a
i'ulemaking proceeding (MB Docket 07-42) to consider: progran1 carriage issues such (\::; these ­
pMticularly m; they rdatc to independent and diverse channels. The Texas Legisbture only meets
eve1.)! two years and will not meet ap;ain l.H1til afttt' the 2008 football season has concluded so any
legislative remedy is jmpossible, Therefore, I atn writing to respectfully ask the Commission to assist
in resolving the cun:cnt dispute,

T believe tbat if a resolution cannot be achieved in the next few days, all independent neLltl~,tl

arbitrator should be appointed to bring the stakeholders together. 1 do not wish to take sides in this
matter, I only ask that a third party be brought in with the poWCt to resolve the issue so that my
constituents and football fans throughout Texas will he nbk: to the sec the games carried by rhc NFf,
NC1W()t'k. Of course, the two Cowboys games that will air on the network this season arc the
primary concern for my CO!1!>tituent$ in Fort Worth.

Again, I re!>pectfully ask that you take actjon to encourage a j'esolution of this dispute quickly, "I
un<.kr:.:tand that this is a federal iS5ue. but I mn copying the TCX~lS Public UtiJjty Commission to

inform them of 111)' concern,

Thank you fol' yoU!' attention to this matte1'.

Sincerely,

Lon Burnam

Cc: Texlls Puhlic Utility Commissioners

Committees: Elections. Pensions & Investments
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Tel: :. I }·,l()3·()ii~{l

Fa};; :' U·,16~;· ..:1 t:::il

Dan Flynn
S13l'.\ Repr¢J;~\nIHliw .• Dimri(;l :\

K(~vin Ivlnrlin
Chainnau. Fe(leral Comll"lUnimll iOl\s ('OI1l111is:>ion

Fc(' (:nlllmi""in!k'l"i>
·145 121h S,reel SIV
!\(l\1111 X-H2U I
\V:lshil1,I.!:lon. DC ?055"\

L)ear Ch3lnnC\l\ l'vlHrtin <.\nd Commissioners:

Axl have r~ccived illqlliri(:~ (on-:G!-Ilillg iS~l1c:. bdor<.: y()ur(:(}nl))li::,~j()ll, I rc:'>pccrCully rcqu(:st thai
the Federal C\)lll111unic,"llion:> Cnmmi~;siol\ ,lssi:'i! in l'c:.-WvillA the current dispute belw~t,;n c<lhk~

(\p('rat(.~m and the KFL J\ct\\'<lrk. l{ is my l..\IKkl'.'Handing (h<;l llh.c Ft;dend C\llllllHlnii.-:(llio!;;-;

<>mlll'lissi()fl <.;.n~dd f~~kc up Ihi:;;. j~$lI(: in the L~l.\nling weeks. 11 appl:f1l'f: {hl~ i:;'l'\l\~ <:oll:d he I'(;:illl Vt;d
ill <I moriJ lin \1..:1)' manner lhr con:'>llmcr::. find I~"'(\lha!l fnn:'1 j [" an !l)(kp~ndclH, nel\tral nrbimn\w is
appointed 1"0 bring the ;1\(lkehold{~rs together,

\VllJk it is not my dCiiirc \(l take $id~~ ill the di;)pulc bl'!\VeCn tho Gable celllpllni\.ls ./I11l! {he .~Fl.

Nelwllrk... il is my desire (0 sec Ihi:-; j:';SllC n.:·:·;oh'~:d as ~O(JIl :"1:; pO':isihk~, Sinel~ Illolhflll filn~ nlld
C(I!lSlllllNS in 'l\~x()s IlHW dCll'll.ll!slmIC(I'1 }:lnHlg nl'fillil,! ll.lf ll\)! (lIlly pro)'cs:,inn<ll lholball, bUl

nlso college fholhnll, I would apprCd'llc ,In OPPOfUlllity r,,')\, a third party i(l be:1 pan oflhb
:;oJuliol1,

Fi\I1I' ill'n.I!";:" T\;xi\l; (:\Htld b,~ dc(:ply dh.'lppl.lilHCd il'flw)' Jlli:-,~t:d h~)" galll\:s. <l11d unlt,::<; !her~~ I:, iJ

1\~,\;(llllli()Jl hl)!Ween till) p<trtk'.\, i;1I1:-> IK:ms.<.; lhe .\!;·l!C- (.'(luld possihly tHiss key games and pos"'lbJ~'

l1ddllinn"lIHtl~·'S~"<lSOJl gilll)(:.':;.

! Gw(.)j' true l'()mpl~litiv(,~ rl(~CC::;S j~l pri.\grmllll)in~~ and I n.'.~p('.Ci l'llll). il~;k Ill,,! )'Oll ;-l\"l~.'.n a
neutral arhilJlllor 10 :-:eltlc lhis disPlllC as SODll as po..;sihh:. II is cl~;\1· fh"lill th~' !Ck":\'l;':I(~n ratings
that <\11 ovcnvht'!mil1g 11umber of vie,ver:; cl\ioy \,v<\tching profc:::skmu! gi1Dl(:~.

r u[)dGr:;\~md (hal primm)' juris.diction resides wilh the l\~i.h.Ta: Govcl'!Hm:nt, Hnd 1 \\·ould like in
llliln~ you in wll,.am:e for )'0l1J' thoughl I'll) comd<!0ral inn ill' I ilL..; impqrliltll (:\;I):-<l1lllt:r \;lhJicl: (:):)\1(.'.

r'", Si"eel;)I~,

'-1"~" ~"./ ,. (/
1)J1)) Hynn
Stilh: Rcpl'esc.llliltlW
T(;xt\:-> lklUs\) Distril'12

~1.Il\:;c(Adl'l~or: Comllli~~k'll

('t1lll111Il{~cS:

'vk<i·Chulr.l'IlHllwiid lll.~ljhHi(\I\S,Sl;;h; ,\t)';(il~

(1~1I.nyllU ~!:h\\lIS~ .sfIll<;.i x. us



NOU-12-2007 10:25 FROM: TO: 5123910462 P, Ul

Tony Goolsby
House ofRepresentati'ucs· District .102

Commitl-ecs
House A(i11ti1j~.:;tra/iml, Chairman -fudidary. Licen.;i11g aud A,dministr'fltive ProCt!durcs

Speukt~l'(s Sckct hlterim Committee on HigJu:r £dtJCfltion. 7hm: Legi!~l(ltit)(; TO/l'ritlttl Caucus, Secretary
American Le.~islllti7)(: '£xdllwge COIH1{:U- EIMrgg Council. ·lexmts C/1refor Children· National Con!erf.rtCl\ ofSlate Legisfllt()r':;

Nlwemhl.'1' 8, 2007

Ml'. Kcvitl Mmtin
Chainlllln, I~cd('.rnl Commllllil,ll1lions CnmmissiQl1
FCC C~\lT11Fli:-l~i()lll.w1>

'145 12th Street SW;
RNlm: S~ IJ:W I
W"shingtoll, DC 20554

11lnl.lw )'(m hnv~ been ,~nd will ~t}ntlnue to l'<:<:ciw Tlllllly l~lhWS like thi~, I hil\'~ l'ecdvcd 111:1ny inquiries- f'r:om my GUTtSlftllents ami I would Ukl;'. 1(1

I\Xluc~t t!l'it HIt~ rcc ;1i\sls( ill rc~olviJtg this dispute bctwl;:t;n en.hlt': \)pcr':ll0I'S and t.h': NFL N<:!work, It, is. Illy ultdcrst(ll'1dillg lh~ fCC could uikc up thi~

i:-;s,ue> lit t111~ C(llnil18 w~k1>. II ("1l'pcar::-. 1I~ if (he l'/Iily way thi~ i~l'1if;: will he rC:lolv<:(1 fl,lr cI)nSllmCI'~ :111d li.lll/hl)!! fhn::: is iftm illdl!pcnd~llt m:ulral
<lrbil.rflli"ll' Is appointed to brin~ the slakcl1oldcr~ Ii)g~thlilf',

Wlli1~ it i~ not my d~5irc t() l~lke sidell in the dh:pute betweetl the cuble CMI!)anies and th~ NFL. Network, iLlS my desire 10 sidi;' with the t(\oll.llI11 ibns
liM:! COn~Il11Wn; uI'Tr;xa.~ who havl,; U'-'if\(l!l$II'au;d a strong llflinity for not <'lnl)' pn)IOisional fN\tbIlH, hut also c(\H~~g(; ri)otbalL

Nothing (ilte." as high as D~lllfl$ CI)wh\)ys glllnt,.:, in Te)(f1.~ n~ tllr ag tclt::vi$iol\ programnlins ii> concerncd. {JrdI.W{ut)(lTdy, milliotclll"tf tWltllll1 iiu):-. <U:'I"(i~~

'l'ex1\5 j]rc abotlt tJ.I be deeply disappointed when rh<:y arc f~wl,:t;(l to miss cigh{ K~Y NfL gamc~ dlllt will bc br(,\ll(l(,:ll,~(~d (In the WPL Network,. C91l~g~

tim.'; will mis:\ ulltold l'U1Jl!)i:l' of gam<.'~ (hut. life important to th<;1l1, You probllbly jlll.Ve a <:crtain (cum i(1 1)\!lId thm il\<;l'H.,cjal ro you,

FOl' tt'ue (;llmpcl1t1nn tn exi$c in <.:ahlt;: progl'amroill&, l.:l,ml'urn~l' dc.m.,nd mwtI. lake priority over cOlponnc pwJiIS. I,iust :,81( \,1Iul. yntl ,~i(k: with Ill.::: t'llm:
Md C(lllSll1l\I.":I':\ on thi:> i~~\l~ find aRsigo <l nculrll.! arhitraTOr to ~l;:ltJ<: this disp\ltc (1:- ~ft(lll 0:; po::siblc,

While J und<"l',lllnd lhflt fll'im~I'Y jtlri~dicli(lli (Ill l,;'tl.>le i:;~{jt:$ l'~,~idcs with the Federal GovcOlltHmt, by <:opy of lhis letter, I ,un Ul$l) <lppcalil1gl<1 (lUi' own
Public l Jtility COllllllis::ioll to l'IHlke every cft"tm. /.\1 !)rotec! the C{ll\~um~j' ilS it tr:;ll1~ili~HII'l ft'om lo,~al cllble fl'aIlChiliC:J. (~l (lUI' !'ccclltly <:;1lI)Ch,;J sum:·widt:
t't'3l1chh:c ~y~lC;lll, Thank you in <1l!VJH)Ce I'M yOllf thO\lglllf'ul consi(kn.tioll Mthis impor11lftt l)t)lI:iulllcn:hQicl; j,~:iU~, Again. I know that Yf,lu'li h~ (!.ctting
II l~\t. (,J'lettcl'S 01\ rhi:,: hill thill ill from the hClilt. I r Wt.': call Jit>cw:i':' !.hi1> ,my nlrthCl\ rlt~n:ie do HOf h~si(lIle (0 contact IllY Capitol oHi(,.'~, Y(l\lI' qUI."l>:fil.lll:->

tmt! COlrilnelll:i are alw,:\y:> WC:!t,:(m\~,

~
T<..\/lY (jt'II)lsby
Starc Rt,.pre.~""r\lal!vc

Di$lriCl 1(12

Co: Pllhlk (JtiJily COlOmi:-;:;cOllCfS

Capitol Office: p.o, Box 2910' AU,9titl, 'lhas 78768-2910 (512)463-0454' Fax (512)463-1121
District Office; 6211 W, Northwest Hwy" Suite G-I04. DaUas, Texas 75225 '(214)503-1900

hltp:llwww.lwuse.slaie.tx.uslmembersldistI02Igonlsby.I.tm



CAPITOL OFFICE:
P.O. BOX 29tO
AUSTIt\, TEXAS 78768-2910
51Z-46J-0641
FAX: (512) 463-0044

November 15, 2007

~tah~ of '(!lUtts
;Mouse of ~eprezetttttti&es

Linda Harper-Brown
DISTRICT 105

DISTRICT OFFICE:
125 E. JOHN CARPENTER

SUITE 2501\
IRVING, TEXAS 75062

(972) 401·8825
FAX: (972) 401-0798

Mr. Kevin Martin
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners
445 12th Street SW:
Room: 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chaimlan Mmtin and Commissioners:

After receiving numerous inquiries from my constituents, I respectfully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. It is my understanding the Federal Cornmunieations Commission could take
up this issue in the coming weeks. It appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved for
consumers and football fans is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the NFL
Network, it ~ my desire to side with the football fans and consumers of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional football, but also college football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is
concerned. Unfoltunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about to be deeply
disappointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the
NFL Network. Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Network
in the near fl1ture, fans across the state will either have to miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late-season game between the Houston Texalls and
Denver Broncos, or they will have to make a switch to a different video provider if one is
available.

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network. These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference and Conference USA
making it more than likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail fi'om the Lone Star State.
These games have provided Texas football fans with exciting outcomes in recent years. In fact,

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRiATIONS' TRANSPORTATION, CRO • HOUSE ADMINISTRATION



Texas Tech University staged the largest come from behind victory in college bowl history in
last year's Insight Bowl.

For there to be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must take
precedence over corporate protlts, I respectfully ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issue and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible - and
celtainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month, It is
clear from the television ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games, UnfOltunatcly, the millions of consumers and fans involved in this dispute
are being held hostage while the corporate interests fight with one another. Please help put an
end to this stalemate by bringing the parties together.

While I understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Public Utility Commission to
make every effort to protect the consumer as it transitions from local cable fi'anchises to our
recently enacted state-wide fi'anchise system, Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration of this important consumer choice issue,

Sincerely,

State Representative Linda Harper-Brown

Cc: Public Utility Commissioners
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Mr. 1((:I·in \ilartin
Chairman. Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioncrs
445 12th Street SW:
Room: 8-B201
Washingu\ll. DC 2055·'1

DC~ll' Chairman ,\:lartin Hnd COJ'llmissi11l1Crs:

/-\llcr l"t.::cci"ing nUllll~rnus inquiries li'oln my constituent;.;, I respectfully request that the Federal
COlllmunications Commission assist in rcso!\'ing the current dispute betwcen cable upcrators am]
the "\!FL l\e1\\-'ork. 1t is my understanding the r-cdenll Communications Commission could take
oj) this issue in the coming weeks. It may I·cry well be that the only lIay this issue II ill be
rcsoll·cd !",,,. eon'.;umers and (l)otball lims is il" an independcnt ncutral arbitrator is appointcd to
bring thc ~;takcholdcrs together.

While 1 will not take sides in the dispute bctll·cen the cable companies and the NFL Network.
rnust voice the concerns of constituen1s who hm'c contacted me in an effort to address this issue.

:'\:~Jthing I'iHc::; as high ns Dallas Cuwboys games in Texas as l'~lr as televisioll programming is
concerned. L:n1l)ftunatcly. millions of football j'~ll1s across Texas arc about \(J be cleepl~(

disappointeel when they are j(,reed to miss eight key NFL games that will bc broaeleastcd on the
NFl. Network, Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the 'iFL Network
in tile ncar future. t~ll1S across the Slate \-vilJ eilher have to miss Co\-vhoys games against the Cirecn
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late··season game between the Houston ·fcxans and
DenIer Broncos. or they will have to make a slIitch to a dinerenl vieleo pro,'ieler il· one is
a\'nilnh!e.

F'-or there tu be true competitive access in cable programming. consumer demand musl lake
precedence: (l\'cr corporate pn.>Jlts. I respectfully ask 111,11 you side wi1h the f~l1ls and consumers
on this issue lind assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible .- and
certainly' before the !'irs! of such games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month.

: .::: .\ I /\ : : l)' .



It is clcarh'om the tc!c'"ision ratings that an o\<cr\vhclming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games. Unh,rtunately. the millions of consumers and fans affected by this dispute
me currently being ignored. Please help put an end to this stalemate b)' bringing the parties
together.

While I understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides witb the Federal
(JOVertl111enl. by copy of this letter. I [\In also appealing to our own Public Uility Commission to
nwke every emJrt to protect the consumer ns it trnnsitions 1;-0111 local cable hnnehises to our
recently enacted stnte-wide li',lI1chisc system. Thnnk you in acl\'ance iiJl' your thoughtful
consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

."neerely..~

i .

Abel Herren
Stnte Representative. District 34



THE TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CHAIRlvtAN Local Government W,ty;,; lind Ivlc<lllS Transportation

FREDHlLL

November 6, 2007

FCC Commission~rs

445 12111 811'eol SW
Room R-B201
Washinglon, DC 20554

DellI' Chninn<lll M<lrtin l1nd Commissioners:

AileI' receiving numerous inquirks [i'om my constituents. I respectfully request lhnt the Federal
Comnnmkmkms Cormnissioll as~ist in r0f;olving the current dispmc between c,1\)lc opcralon; and the NFL
N(~IW()rk. (\ i::; my understanding Ihe FC<lCI'III C()1l1mUtli(;nljon.~ Coml1)l:-;~ion could lake up l'hi~ issue in the
coming wecb. Uappears as if the only way (his issue will be resolved for COngtllncrs and foolbflll Fans is
if an independent neutral arbitrnlOr is appointed to hring the ~t,lkch()lder8 togethcr.

While it is not my desire 10 take sides in the dispute between th~ cllbk: companies zmd ([10 NFL Network,
it i.~ my dC5il'c to side with the fbotball fans and ()on!)t1Iner~ of Tex<,s wbo hnvc demonslTnled ::l Blrong
arOnity for not only protesBionHI fooH'mil, but also college football,

U\\lc~.s lhere is <l resolution between the cable compHnics and lhe NFL Network in the neal' future, rny
constituents \lim either have \0 miss Cowboys gl.lmCS, or they will have LO make a switch (() ,) differcnt
video provider if one is aVlIil<:lblc.

College fans will al:)o m.i~s the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NfL NClwork,
These two bowls 11<\vc sigliif'icant ticB (0 the Big 12 Conference of which Texas tea111B [lrc a 1)1(::l1lbe1'.

I respectfully ,lsk that you side wilh the fans and consumlJ'!},' on lhi~ il;suc lll1d assign a neu{ral arbilrntQl" Lo
settle thiS' dispute as soon JS pos1-;ihlc - and certainly b8fore the f"1r~\ of such games Hr(;~ sch¢duied to be
pl<lycd nl.lhc c-nd ofthis month,

\·Vhile 1 uIH.lerS!llnd th<1t primary jurisdiction on cable issues re~.;jdes with the Federal Government, by
copy of' this letter, r am also appealing lO our own Public.; Utility Commi;<;siotl (0 make every effort to
protecl (hc consumer as it l!'lmsitions from local cnbk franchises to our recently cnacted stale-wide
franchise :;ySl0111, Thank you iIi ,\dv,\l1cc lor your thoughtful cOl)sid01'tltion of {his important consumer
chojc~ issue.

Sincerely,

Fred Hill

Cc; Public Utility COlllmi~sioners

CAl'l'roL: ItOl>1H IW..1 • P.O. nMI 2910, /\uf;llU, Tcxns 7fn6K·?()!O - (512) 46:'1-04g6·· FAX (512) -11\0·0:i12
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Novembor 8, 2007

Mr, Kevin Martin
Chairman. Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners
445 12th Streot SW:
Room: 8·B201
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainn"n Martin and Commissioners:

Aftol' rcceiving nUmerous inquiries from my constituents, [ respectfully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. Jt is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission wuld
take up this issue in the coming weeks, it appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved
for consumers and football fans is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakeholders together,

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable comp~nies ~nd the NFL
Network, it i!i my desire to side with the consumers and lootball fans of Texas who h~ve

demonstrated a strong affinity lor not only professional tootball, but also college footb~ll.

Nothing rates as high as NFL football season in Texas as far as television programming is
concerned, Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about to be deeply
disappointed when they ore forced to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the
NFL Network. Unless there is a resolution between the cable oompanies and the NFL Network
in the near future, lans across the Slate will either have to miss some important games, or they
will have to make a switch to a different video provider, ifone is available,

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network, Theso two bOwls have sig.~ifieant ties to the Big 12 Conference and Conference USA
making it more than likely that ono, or both, teams playing eould hail Ii-om the Lonestar State,
These games have provided Texas football fans with exeiting outcomes in recent yeats, In fact,
Texas Tech University staged the largest come from behind victory in college howl history in
last year'~ Insight Bowl.

r,oonoufP.j
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For thew to be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must take
precedence over corporate profits. I respectfully ask that you side with the fans and consumers
011 this issue and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible .- and
certainly before the first of sl1eh games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month. [( is
clear from the television ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
football games. Unfortunately, the millions of consumers and fans involved in this dispute are
being held hostage while the corporate interesW fight with one another. Please help put an end to
this stalemate by bdnging the parties together.

While 1 understand that primary jUrisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Govcnunent, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Public Utility Commission to
make every effort to protect the consumer as it transitiol\s from local cable fi'al1chises to our
recently enaoted state.. wide t\-anchisc system. '111ank you in advance tor YOllr thOUg!Jttlll
consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

Mike Krusee

Ce: Public Utility Commissieners

£00/£00[111 ):V:l vT:LO vTOG/~O/!JO



JODIE LAUBENBEHG

TEXAS I· lOUSE 01' HEPHESENT,\TIVES

November 6, 2007

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairnwl1, Federal C<lrnmunications COlnmission
445 12th Street SW
Room: 8-8201
Washington, DC 20554

Deal' Chairman Manin,

Aller receiving numerous inquiries li·om my constituents, I respeetti.llly request that the ['ederal
Communications Comrnission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. It is my understanding the Federal Communications Commission could take
up this issue in the coming weeks. It appeHl's as if the only way this issue will be resolved 1\11'
consumers and t(lotball ftms is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to hring the
stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the NFL
Network, it i!i. my desire to side with tbe football fans and CO!lsumers of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong affinity I(lr not only professional [{)otball, but also college ()()tball.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as nU" a:-; television programming is
eoneemed. Unl(lrtunately, millions of f()(llbafl ftms across Texas arc about to be deeply
disappointed when they arc hlreed to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the
NFL Network. Unless tbere is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL. Network
in the nC<1r Ii.lture, lans across the state will either have to miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late-season game between the Houston Texans and
Denver Broncos, <ll' they will have to make a switch to a different video provider if one is
available.

College rims will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which arc also carried by the NFL
Network. These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference and Con(erenee USA
making it morc than likely that one, or both, teams playing eould hail from the Lonestar State.
These games have provided Texas f()(}tbal! ntns with exciting olltcomes in recent years. in f<.ld)
Texas Tech University stnged the largest come (i'0Il1 behind victory in college bowl history in
last year's Insight Bowl.

VICE CllAIH, Plml.lC l'h~AI:r'Il' NATUI\Al, HESOt)IH',:l':S ·LOCAL & (.:ONsr':NT C,\l.ItNnAH~';
----------~_...__._----_._--..'"-
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For there to be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must take
precedence over corporate profits. I respectfully ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issue and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible .- and
certainly bejbre the tirst of such games arc schcduled to bc playcd at the cnd of this month. It is
c1car h'om the television ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games. Unf()rtunately, the millions of consumers and fans involved in this dispute
m'c being held hostage while the corporate intercsts tight with one another. PIcase hclp put an
end to this stalemate by bringing the parties together.

While I understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues residcs with thc Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Publie Utility Commission to
make every em)!'t to protect the consumer as it transitions Ii'om local cable franchises to our
recently cnactcd state-wide li'anchisc systcm. Thank you in advance I(ll' your thoughttld
consideration of this importunt consumer choice issue.

SincerelYI

Jodie Ltlubcnbcrg
Slatl': Repre~en{a{iv(,\ Di:-;1ricl R9

cc: Thc Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein
COl111nissioner, Federal Communications Commission

The Honorable Michael 1. Copps
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission

The Honorable Robcli M. McDowell
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission

The Honorable Deborah Taylor THte
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission

The l!ono"lhk Pnul Hudson
Chairman, Public Utility Commission of Texas

The HonorableJulie Caruthers Parsley
Commissioner, Public Utility Commission of l'exas

The Honorable Barry T. Smitherman
Commissioner, Publie Utility Commission ofTexas



Diane Patrick
State Representative

Disttict 94
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November 7, 2007

Mr. Kevin Martin, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners
445 12th Sttcct SW:
Washington, DC 20554

Denr Chairman Martin and Commissioners,

\ i ,', \X' :--1.111\ "1,,"-'
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Constituents 1"0111 my District 94-Arlington (future home of the Cowboys 2009) have recently contacted

our office with concerns about their forthcoming ability to view some college and professional f(lotbal!

games on television due to the ongoing dispute between the NFL Network and cablc operators. I am

requcsting that the Federal Communications Commission appoint an independent arbitrator who would be

neutral in resolving lhis issue.

The Dallas Cowboy f()otbal! games arc very popular in Texas; however, eight key NFL games broadcast

by the NFL Network apparently will not be available to many Texas football tans. I am not taking the

position of either the NFL Network or the cable operators in this matter, but J do advocate for my

constituents who deserve to be able to watch the Cowboy games, as well as the Insight and Tcxas Bowls

carried by the NFL Network since they arc dc1initely linked to the Conterence USA and thc Big 12

Con ference.

My constituents and I apprcciate your thoughtful consideration of this issue and hope that you wil!

consider assigning a neutral arbitrator in a timely fashion in order for the dispute to be settled prior to the

Iirst of such games. Although I recognize that these cable issues are mainly under the jurisdiction of the

federal government, I am sending a copy of this correspondence to the Texas Public Utility Commission

in an clT0I1 to ensure maximum consumer protection.

Si~~~
Diane Patrick, Ph.D.
State Representative District 94

Ce: Public Utility Commissioners

CO)\f~jrrTEES:

Hll;l1E1t EDt',"ArlO:," Pt'l\UC EllU('AIIUN' LK".'\L & CONS):N1' CALENlll\H:-'



STATE OF TEXAS

House OF REPRESENIATJVES

P.O. BOX 2910
AUSTIN, TX 78768·2910

(512) 463-0356
Fax: (512) 463·070)

KEN PAXTON

DI~Tluc:r 70

Mr. Kevin Martin
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners
445 12th Street SW:
Room: 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

November J 4, 2007

Dear Chainnan Maltin and Commissioners:

201 W. ViRGINIA
McKINNEY, TX 75069

(972) 562-'\513
rux: (972) 548·8469

After receiving numerous inquiries fi'om my constituents, 1 respectfully request that the
Federal Communications Commission assist in resolving the current: dispute between
cable operators and the NFL Network. It is my lmderstanding the Federal
Communications Commission could take up this issue in the c0l11ing weeks. It appears as
if the only way this issue will be resolved tor consumers and football fans is if an
independent neutral mediator is appointed to bring the stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the
NFL Network, it .~1 my desire to side with the football tans and eonsumers of Texas who
have demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional football, but also college
football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television
programming is concerned. Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas arc
about to be deeply disappointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL games that
will be broadcasted on the NFL Network. Unless there is a resolution between the cable
eompanies and the NFL Network in the nea.. future, fans across the state will either have
to miss Cowboys games against the G"een Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late­
seaSOn game between the Houston Texans and Denver Broncos, or they will have to
make a switch to a different video provider if one is available.



College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the
NFL Network. These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference and
Conference USA making it more than likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail
ii'om Ihe Lonestar State. These games have provided Texas lootball lans with exciting
outcomes ill recent years. In fact, Texas Tech University staged the largest come fi'om
behind victory in college bowl history in last year's Insight Bowl.

For there to be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must
take precedence over corporate profits. I respectnllly ask that you side with the fans and
consumers on this issue (met assign a neutral mediator to settle this dispute as soon as
possible _. and certainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played at the
end of this month. It is clear from the television ratings that an overwhelming number of
viewers enjoy watching professional games. Unfortunately, Ihe millions of consumers
and fans involved in this dispute arc being held hostage while the corporate interests fight
with one another. Please help put an end to this stalemate by bringing the parties
together.

While I understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Govemment, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Public Utility
Commission to make every efforl to protect the consumer as it transitions from local
cable franchises to our recently enacted state-wide franchise system. Thank you in
advance for your thoughtful consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ken Pax10n

Cc: Public Utility Commissioners
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Mr. Kevin Martin
Chainnan, Federal COlllmunications Commissioll
FCC Commissioners
445 12th Street SW:
Room: 8-B20J
WashinglOl1, DC 20554

Novemher 9, 2007

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners:

After receiving JU.llllcrou:-; inquiries tJ'om my constituents, I rcspccUllily request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving fhe current di~pute between cable opcralor~ and
the NFL Network. It is my lllldcrS{Bnding the Federal Comnwnications COll1trlission could take
lip this issue in the coming wccb. It appC(lrs as if the only way this issue will be resolved f"{)l"

consumers and football fhns is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring tl1C

stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute hetween the cahle companies and the NFL
Network, it i:i. my desire to side with the football fans and consumers of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong aff1nity 1'or not only professional f()otlmll, but also college football.

Nothing rates <IS high as Dallns Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is
toncerned. Unless there is a resolution between lhe cable (;ompanics and the NFL Nefwork in
the ncar ftlturc. tUns [l,CI'OSS the state will either have 10 miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Cal'Olinn Panther!) and a li;ltc~scason game between the Houston Texans and
D¢lwcr Broncos1 or they will have to make a switch to [l different' video providor jf one is
availnble.

College hns will also miss Ihe Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network. These (wo bowls have signil"icant ties to tho Big l2 Conference nnd Conference USA
making it more thjn likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail from the Lone Star State,
These games have provided Texas footbnll tan$ wilh exciting outCOIl1:CS in recen! years. In Hlct,
Texas Tech University staged the largest come f\'Ol11 behind vidory in college bowl history in
Inst year's Insighl Bowl.

f'or there to be lrue competitive aCCC3S in cable programming) consumer dernand must takc
precedence over corporate profits, I respectfully a:::k that you to assign a neutral arhitrator to
settle this dispute as soon as possible, Please help put an end 10 this stalemate by hringing the
parties together.

COMMJT,IZe: ON HUMAN SEf';:VlCl:;5" COMMlTTl::l! ON CRIMINAL JurHSPR.UDENCE:
DISTRICi 93: ARl,IN0iON, GRANl) PRAIRtJ;; AND MANSFIELD

AUSTIN OI'f~lCc: P.O. Box 2910· AlJSifN, -rltXAS 78768-29 I 0 ~ :3 J 2-463'056~
DISTRICT OFFICE: 1201 N .WATSON Ro" SUITE 295 c. ARLINGTON, TC'.XAS 76006" 817-385·4786
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While I understrtnd th[l1 primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, t am also appoaling to our own Public U(i[ity Commission 1'0
make every effort to protect the consm)1el' as it In\il~itiol1B n'om local cable n'anchiscs to our
recently enacted state-wide thmchisc system.

Thank you in advance for YOUI' thoughtful consideration of this imporlant consumer choice is.,)llC,

Sinccrely,

Cc: Public Utility Commissioners
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ROBEFlT A. PUENTE
STA7G REPRESeNTATIVG

DISTRIcT 119

Mr. Kevin Martin
Cbainnan, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th SIt'eet SW:
Room: 8-B20l
Washington, DC 20554

Od:ober 10,2007

Dear Cltailman Martin:

DISTfllCT OFFICE:
2aZ:! E, SOO'l"HCFl,OSS

SAN ANTONIO, iEXAS 78223
210-532<869fJ

PAX. 21{)-53J;<4004

It is om' understanding the federal Communications Commission has launched severnl
proceedings concerning cable television programming to address. among other questions,
whether some cable system operators give preferential trea1Jneot to channels they own to the
detriment of independently-owned programming and the competitive marketplace. As
legislators who voted on pioneering telecommunications legislation that enlumced consumer
choice and competition, we roe especially concerned as representatives of the summer home of
the Dallas Cowboys -. Bexar County - that two of their late-sl'ason glllnes will not be aired by
our dominant local ~able provider because ofa dispute with the NFL Network.

While it is not our desire to take sides in thi~ dispute between the cable companies and the NFL
Network, it ill our desire to side With San Antonio-area fans and consumers who have
demonstrated a strong affinity tor professional football, and who would be deeply disappointed if
two key game telecasts were essentially blacked out. Ninety-se'Ven percent of NFL fans in our
media market root for the Cowboy~, which rivals the per capita support they receive in the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. Furthermore, 150,000 fans showed up for pre-season training
camp in San Antonio tllis year when the COWboys practiced here rQr only two weeks. We do not
want these fans, our corlHtituents, to miss two of the most important games this seRson while
competing corporate forces bioker on financial terms.

Many of those same tans missed <}ut on Ii key Cowboys game during the critical stretch run for
the 2006 playoffs. Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL
Network in the near future, fan.! here in Bexar County and around the staw will either have to
miss Cowboys games ngainst the Green Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers later thls year (and
Houston Texans fans wlll miss a key game against the Denver Broncos), or they will have to
make a costly switch to a different video prOVider.
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For there to be true competitive access in programming, conSUll'Ier demand must take precedence
over corporate profits. We respectfully ask that you side with the fans in looking at this issue
and assign a nentral arbitrator to settle this dispute (as we understand was done in Mid-Atlantic
Sports Network's dispute. in the Wll.!Ihington DC area with Corncasl) as soon as possible - 311d
certainly before the flt'St ofsuch games is scheduled to be played this November.

While primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal Government, by copy of this
letter, we are appealing to our own Public UtiUty Commission to make every effort to protect the
consumer a,; It transitions from Jocfll cable franchises to a state-wide fumchise nnder rURA.

Sincerely,

Members oHhe Bexar Couuty Delegation

Representative Robert Pllenw

Representative Jose Menendez

Representauve Joe Farias

Cc: Public tltili1J COllllllissioners

iJ:..H.iZ.v, .A.d /'J
~F/~~

. " .'
Representative Ruth Jones McClendon

Representative Mike Villarreal
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State of Texas
H.ouse of Rt,presentative~

CHENTE QUINTANILrlA
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 75

Novcmber 5, 2007

M... Kcvin Martin
Chairmao. Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioncr!l
445 12th StTeetSW:
Room: 8·B201
Washinf!,ton, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners:

After receiving numerous inquiries from my constimcnts, I respectfutly request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving tbe cnrrent dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. It is my unden;tandlng the Federal Cornmuoications Commission could take
up tbis issue ill the coming weeks. It appears lIS jf the oilly way this Isslle wi.ll be resolved for
COllSumers and football fans is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakeholders togcther.

While it is .not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable ~.oropanjes atld the NFL
Network. it IJ. roy desire to side with the football fallS and COllSll111CrS of Texas w110 have
demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional football, but ~lgo college football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is
concerned. Unfommatcly, millions of football funs across Texas ate about to be deeply
di.appointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcusted on tho
N.fL Network. Ul'.dess there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Network
in the near furore, fhns across the state will either have to miss COWboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Caro.liua Panthers and a late..season game between the Houston Texans and
Penver Broncos, or they will have to make a switch to a different video provider jf one is
availab.le.

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network. These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference mld Conference USA.
making it more than likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail from the Lonestar State.
These games )lave provided Texas footba!! fans with. exciting outcomes in recent years. In fact,

cllellte.<!.ttjmatliUa@ho\lst:,s.t.utO.ll\"u~
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State of Texas
House of Representatives

CHENTE QUINTANILLA
STATE RBPRESENTATIVE, DISTR1CT 75

Texas Tedl University staged 111e largest come from behind victory in college bowl history in
last year's lnSigllt Bowl.

For there to be true competitive acce~s in cable programming, consumer demaod must take
precedence over corporate profits. 1 respectfully ask that yOIl side with the fans and const1lllers
on this issue and assign a ne\ltral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible - and
certainly before the first of sucb games are scheduled to he played Illis November, )t is clear
from the television ratings that an ovel"ll\lhelming number of viewers enjoy watching professional
games, Unformnately, tbe millions ofoousumers and lims Involved in this dispute are being held
hostage while the C01IJomte interests fight with one another. Please help put an end to this
stalemate by br.ing tbe parties together.

WhUe 1 understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Publie Utility Commission to
make every efforl to protect the COllSUmer as It transitions from kwaJ cable frnuehises to our
recently enacted state-wide franchise system, 1hauk you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration oftlds important cousum0t' choice issue.

•

Chente Quintanilla
State Rep.t:esentative

Co; Public Utility Corn.missioners
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STATE OF TEXAS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ALLEN VAUGHT
DISTRICT 107 DISTRICT OI"!"'ICE:

6301 GASTON AVI.':NUE, SUI'rG:; 330

DALLA:'>, TE:XA,S 75214

(2 j 4) 370-8305

FAX (21 <1) 370'·8475

Mr. Kevin Martin, Chairman
FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Room 8-B20J
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners:

1 respectfully request that the Federal Communications Commission assist in resolving the
pending issue between the NFL Network and cmtain cable companies. As a State Lcgislator, I
try to stay neutral on disputes between business entities unless those disputes adversely affect
those that I represent .... the consumers.

Despite my dcsire to remain neutral on this issue, my officc has rcceived numerous requests hom
constituents who arc upset about the prospect of being unable to follow their teams. It is my
undeManding that the FCC might take up this dispute in the near future and appoint an arbitrator
to hear the facts. If that is the case, then I request that an independent and neutral arbitrator be
appointed to resolve this issue.

While I do not know all of the details of the dispnte between the NFL Network and the cnble
companies, I do know that millions of football fans are about to miss several key NFL games
unless there is a resolution to the conflict between the aforementioned business entities. Football
in Texas is something special. Following our favorite football team is not a hobby, but rather a
lifestyle and family tradition here in Texas. The complaints li01n my constituents convince me
that this is about to become a center-stage issue unless something is done to amicably end the
dispute between the competing corporate interests.



Please help resolve this issue by having the pmties to sit down and address their disputes before a
neutral and independent arbitrator who has the authority to end this dispute.

Thank you for considering thls reguest, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

$K~
Allen R. Vaught

cc: Texas Public Utility Commissioners


